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Lung Scanning in Calves

qTUS is an ultrasound technique performed by a vet to monitor lung
damage caused by pneumonia in calves. It is non-invasive and can detect
and quantify calves that are at a disadvantage longterm, because of active
or previous bouts of Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD). Scanning calves can
help pinpoint the lifestages or system areas where the damage is being
caused, and help to guide advice on how to reduce those risks. Earlier
diagnosis is also associated with better recovery and productivity rates.
Lung scanning can also flag calves that have a poor prognosis, and be a
tool in deciding the future of that animal. Research indicates that at any one
time around 30% of calves are suffering with pneumonia, of these only 11- 16%
show any clinical signs. These numbers support the use of preventative care,
such as well-timed vaccinations.
Cost of pneumonia
In a 2016 study, calves were scanned and weighed between 5 and 56 days
old. Those with lesions detected on qTUS gained on average 9kg less than
calves without lesions at 163 days old. Over the course of their life, a beef calf
with lung damage from birth will gain around 100-200g less per day from
birth to slaughter. Accounting for costs of treatment and carcass losses, the
cost of a single pneumonia case has been estimated to be as high as £243.
If you are interested in lung scanning on your farm, please call the practice
and discuss with Alexia
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Worm burdens rising, including Haemonchus

Haemonchuscontortusused to be thought of as a tropical parasite of
hotter climates, common in Australian flocks. There have been
increasing cases in the UK over the last 5-10 years. Haemonchus worms
are strongyles, as are other common gutworms, but instead of causing
the usual signs of ill thrift, poor growth, dirty back ends and poor fleece,
Haemonchus causes anaemia. Anaemia is seen in sheep as lethargy,
unwillingness or reduced ability to run and pale mucous memlbranes. It
does not cause scouring, and sometimes causes sudden death as the
first symptom, in the cases of overwhelming burdens. Weighing lamlbs is
good practice to monitor gutworm burdens, but Worm Egg Counts
(WECs) are an essential additional monitoring tool to help to catch
rising burdens before they reduce productivity and harm the flocks
health.

This worm has a short lifecycle, producing new generations of eggs in
huge numbers in as little as 3 weeks. This has two major impacts seen at
flock level; 1) Burdens rise quickly, potentially causing severe harm, and
2) resistance to anthelmintics (wormers) can be very quick to develop.
Anthelmintic resistance is being more frequently recognized on farms in
the Southwest and now is the time to act before the pasture burdens
become difficult to control. Each farm will have its own unique resistance
pattern throughout the year.

Taking a WEC sample before treating not only confirms the need for
treating, but provides a base value for reading post-drench checks
against. A pre- and post-treatment WEC value can correlate to
treatment efficacy. Several factors affect treatment efficacy, including
human error, uncalibrated equipment, improperly stored or out of date
products, and anthelmintic resistance.

To discuss worm management plans for your flock, please contact the
practice. There is currently funding available for a visit and tailored worm
management advice in the form of the Animal Health and Welfare
Pathway scheme.
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